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Organización de la Sociedad Civil Las Abejas

Tierra Sagrada de los Mártires de Acteal

Acteal, Ch'enalvo', Chiapas, México.

Activity report of the Board of the Bees

First 7 months of 2015

August 13, 2015

This is a brief report of what has been done by the Board of the organization Las Abejas of Acteal. This report is for PDA, to give accounts of what has been spent and what has served the money that gives our organization. These are the points that we want to share and inform PDA, but also as a progress report to all members of Las Abejas of Acteal.

1. Planning 

In January 2015, we met the Board, judges, commissioners, traditional rulers and together we analysed how we see the organization, what to do, and then we took all these ideas to the coordinators and community representatives. From that work and reflection talks, we defined what was important to 2015. Which is what we have been working on and will continue to develop.

2. Meetings and talks with survivors of the massacre of Acteal
In addition to accompanying the survivors in their struggle for justice we have also tried to support them emotionally. All actions of those opposed to our struggle for justice has caused physical and emotional stress to the survivors and we have tried to support them through accompany them and undertaking a number of activities such as a spiritual retreat. The survivors said this helped them greatly .
3. Visiting member communities of Las Abejas of Acteal
In the Rules of Las Abejas it says that each year we must visit all the communities of the organization. So this year they decided to make the visits to talk about the internal problem of the organisation in relation to a break away group, but also do analysis of the war that the bad government of Mexico is waging against us and all the policies of the capitalist system that destroys our people and society in general.

So far, we have visited half the communities and hopefully we will finish in September to visit all. The men and women are very pleased that the Board and other areas reach communities and are very satisfied with the information and analysis we do. They say they will continue the fight, you have to be aware though that there is much poverty which makes the ongoing resistance difficult.
4. Coordination Meetings
These are the monthly meetings of the various co-ordinators of different areas of works within the organisation. These meetings are very important because this is the forum where important and delicate topics of the organization are discussed. But the coordinators are not the rulers, they make proposals and then they are discussed by the representatives who then take them back to their communities for discussion to evaluate the proposals and then agreements are made from the bottom up and fed back to the board.
This year there have been nearly 3 coordinator meetings per month .
5. Assembly of representatives from member communities of Las Abejas of Acteal
The assembly of representatives is generally once a month, so says the Rules of Procedure, but there have been 2 meetings per month. At these meetings it is reported everything that happens in Las Abejas, including activities inside and outside the organization. For example we went to meetings with other peoples of Mexico and the Zapatistas, and the representatives have participated in these spaces. That is, they have been involved as representatives, coordinators, men and women, not just the Board.

6. Participation and coordination of Women of Las Abejas with the Board:

The participation of women in Las Abejas of Acteal, despite the slow process of their becoming part of the Board, is doing important work to strengthen our organization. This year the board supported the women in their activities for International women’s Day.
In addition the organisation agreed to give the women their own building within Acteal for meetings, workshops and other activities.

7. Meetings, talks and projects with the different work areas of Las Abejas of Acteal
Work areas involved in the coordination meeting of the organization, because each area has to be aware of what is happening in the organization and what the board, is very important to stress that these meetings involved women, especially the area of ​​the Savings Bank. And we see that the members of the different areas are happy and contented with the Board and we have confidence they are comfortable to approach and talk with us.

8. Follow up with productive projects that are important to the self-sustainability of Las Abejas of Acteal
We oversaw the management of our coffee plantation and honey bees, both of which are another source of income for the organisation. Now there is a sub-committee responsible for this work who have much experience in the care and production of honey.

Women artisans "Luch Jolob Maya", have had sales outlets for its products to many parts of Mexico. In June, they got a shop in San Cristobal de Las Casas to sell their crafts and bee products such as honey, videos, T-shirts and traditional medicines. This place is a cultural center called "Tierra Adentro."
9. Justice in relation to the massacre of Acteal
It is very important to never to forget the massacre of Acteal, because in 18 years justice has not been achieved, but we are hoping that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), to rule that the Mexican government is responsible for this crime. We do not know when, but we are all documents and evidence Bees before this international body.

As part of the memory and justice, the commemoration of every 22 of the month in Acteal is done. This can be seen on our website: www.acteal.org, which contains both the press and photographs and videos, as well as on Facebook: Las Abejas in Acteal and Twitter:AbejasDeActeal.

In these commemorations of Acteal, many people from around the world come and learn those visits of our struggle and the process of seeking justice for the massacre of Acteal.

This August 12, 2015 we had a press conference in San Cristobal de Las Casas, to denounce the impunity in the case of Acteal. In this conference participated Board, survivors of Acteal, the Choir of Acteal and the Human Rights Center Fray Bartolome de las Casas, you can see this event:

http://komanilel.org/2015/08/12/videos-conferencia-de-prensa-de-las-abejas-de-acteal-a-6-anos-de-la-excarcelacion-de-paramilitares/
http://acteal.blogspot.mx/2015/08/justicia-para-manuel-y-rechazo-la.html
10. Meetings of analysis with the Human Rights Center Fray Bartolome de Las Casas (Frayba)
Frayba are our trusted allies and they are our legal representativesin the case before the Inter-American Court of Justice in the Acteal case and since our organization was born in the year of 1992 we have been accompanied by Frayba.
We have had meetings with them both in San Cristobal and Acteal to discuss the justice process of the case before the Inter-American Court of Justice. At the same time, we met with Frayba in San Cristobal de Las Casas, for analysis of how the situation of human rights in Mexico.

11. Meetings and discussions with the Parish Council of the Parish of Chenalho

We maintain a close relationship with the Parish Council of Chenalho (because there are also many, many members of Las Abejas of Acteal in the parish) who accompany us in the celebrations of every 22 of the month in Acteal with the priest.
Today, with all the problems that are causing poor governance in our country we have to be together and allies with faithful people, not only Chenalho, but with the faithful people of the Diocese of San Cristobal de Las Casas. We can say that the Parish Council supports us in the spiritual part of our struggle and the construction of peace with justice and dignity for our people.

12. Visit of students, academics, peace activists, religious and other peoples Acteal
Acteal and the struggle of Las Abejas is respected and many people from around the world of different faiths, professions, etc. visit us we share with them our story: Why born Bees? Who we are? What do we do? Why and how it happened the slaughter of Acteal? What are our plans for the future? What we look for? etc. Some individuals and groups undertake to join and support our struggle and denounce impunity in the Acteal case and the serious violations of human rights in Mexico. Others just come to listen to us.

13. Meetings of Las Abejas of Acteal with other people, groups and social movements
In the fight against the crimes of the Mexican government and the construction of our autonomy we need to be allied with many people and among them are: National Indigenous Congress (CNI), Zapatista Army of National Liberation (EZLN) and other sister organizations.
For example we have had several meetings with the CNI, in Zapotlan, Morelos, in Santa Martha, Veracruz, in Cruzton, Venustiano Carranza, Chiapas, to share our struggles against bad government and talk about what we can do in the face of so much aggression and plundering of the territories of the indigenous peoples of Mexico.

One of the recent agreements is to support the struggle of the parents and relatives of the 43 missing young Ayotzinapa, Guerrero. So it was that on May 8 we received parents and relatives of the 43 Ayotzinapa in Acteal. In this link you can read the press release and see photos http://acteal.blogspot.mx/2015/05/comunicado-de -the-bees-de-Acteal-los.html
Here you can see another video and photos of the meeting of CNI in Crustón: http://komanilel.org/2015/07/27/caravana-de-solidaridad-del-cni-chiapa-a-cruzton-mpio-de-venustianocarranza/
14. Support for other people and movements who are suffering from dispossession of their land and territory
Our organization Las Abejas, born in the cradle of the Diocese of San Cristobal de Las Casas, Chiapas, which was led by our great brother Mns. Samuel Ruiz Garcia who was dedicated to accompanying and supporting peoples oppressed by the Mexican State. So we identify with the walk and search process of justice and liberation with other people and movements and support them where we can.
Here we put some links where you can see our participation as Las Abejas of Acteal:

Pilgrimage to support Simojovel, Chiapas: http://komanilel.org/2015/03/25/las-abejas-de-acteal-y-la-parroquia-de-chenalho-estan-caminando-en-la-magna-peregrinacion-viacrusis-cuaresmal/
Las Margaritas: http://komanilel.org/2015/07/28/chiapas-peregrinacion-de-por-la-paz-por-la-vida-contra-la-violencia-y-el-despojo/
For now this is the brief summary report of our activities of the Board, as the only legitimate organ of authority of the organization Las Abejas of Acteal. We recognize and appreciate the moral and economic cooperation that has given us PDA through its representative Justin Coburn, for both our internal and external activities of Las Abejas, has been made possible.

Because to do all these movements and communities visit the members of Las Abejas; travel to the city of San Cristobal de Las Casas, travel to meet the CNI in other states of Mexico and other communities of Chiapas, as well as making press conferences in San Cristobal de Las Casas, and same celebrations of every 22 of the month in Acteal, economic resource are needed and all that thanks to the PDA. We also thank the men and women who somehow we have supported both morally and economically, so that it can continue our walk in the pursuit of justice and the construction of our autonomy.

For any questions or comments regarding this little report please contact us through our email address: lasabejasacteal@hotmail.com 
Sincerely

The Board of the Civil Society Organization Las Abejas of Acteal.

Jose Jimenez Perez 
Juan Vazquez Luna
Oscar Hernandez Gomez 
Pedro Ortiz Gutierrez

Lisandro Hernandez 
Amado Sanchez Diaz 
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